catch. All the fruit, all the butter, all the cheese was in
their hands ; the ordinary purchaser had no chance. We
could never have kept house for another two months."
In short, we talked ourselves into a state of resignation.
It had been absolutely necessary for us to come away, and
we had made at any rate a successful start.
We arrived at Barcelona late in the evening, to find
ourselves the victims of a somewhat unfortunate mistake
on the part of the Consulate. The hotel on their list, and
at which they had engaged rooms for us, was the Bristol,
but its recommendation was ridiculous. We arrived there
in a storm of rain to find that there was no hall porter, only
one dimly-lit lamp in the entrance hall from behind which
a young lady blinked at us in vacant surprise. She under-
stood no French, and we utterly failed to make her under-
stand that we had come there to stay. We dragged our
bags into the hall, and presently, after ringing every bell
we could find, a very polite person arrived, who also
stared at us in great surprise. My first question, as to
whether this was an hotel or a mad-house, left him entirely
unconcerned. He smiled at us blandly, and motioning to
our bags waved his hand towards the door, apparently
suggesting that we should get out and take them with us.
We went round the place begging of everyone we saw as
to whether they spoke a word of French. There was
absolutely no result. The hotel advertised itself as the
Bristol clearly enough, but even when I climbed to the
first floor to try and find someone whom I could make
understand, I came across only one giggling and exceed-
ingly saucy-looking chambermaid who had beautiful teeth,
marvellous dark hair and a sense of humour which I seemed
to have tapped but which she seemed unable to control.
Not a single comprehensible word could I get from her.
I left at last and descended once more to the hall, where
everyone was waiting for me. I shook my head sadly.
The manager, who was standing in the background with
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